Geography 1200 – Regions and Nations 2

Summer 2009

Zach Rubin

Office Hours: Directly before or after class

Or by appointment

Office Location: Stewart Hall, Room 2

Email: zcr34b@mizzou.edu

I usually check my email several times a day and try to give a prompt response, but don't be surprised if it takes me 2-3 days if my workload piles up.  Also, I will probably not respond to emails over the weekend.  I don’t have any other contact information; email or office hours are the appropriate way to reach me.

Required for this class:

1. Textbook –World Regional Geography, 6th Edition (Hobbs)

2. Optional - Atlas


Though we may not always use it, it would be a good idea bring your textbook to every class, along with materials you would normally need for class (pen, paper, etc.). Part of being prepared is doing the readings in advance.  The lecture will be based for the most part on textbook readings, but will include some other readings and there will be some things discussed only in class.  In order to do well in this class, you should be reading, coming to class, and taking notes every day.

Academic Honesty:


This is very simple.  If you cheat, you can get kicked out of the class, and even the University.  See the M-Book for more on academic honesty.

http://www.missouri.edu/~mbook
Disability services:


The Office of Disability Services provides accommodations and support services within the resources of the University, which will ensure students with disabilities the opportunity to competitively pursue a college education limited by their abilities, not disabilities.  If you need assistance, please see me and/or call the Office of Disability Services at 573-882-4696 or TTY 573-882-8054.

Blackboard:
http://courses.missouri.edu

This syllabus  will be available on Blackboard.  I will post any additional readings I might assign on Blackboard.  I will post grades as soon as I possibly can after each exam and for each of the assignments- I will do my best to update your grades with reasonable frequency.

Grades:

The standard distribution 

A  90 – 100

B+  87 – 89

B  83 – 86

B- 80 – 82

C+ 77 – 79

C 73 – 76

C- 70-72

D+ 67 – 69

D 63 – 66

D- 60 – 62

F < 60
Other stuff:

1. Turn your cell phone off during class.  Do not be “that” person that I have to stop the class for.  Please don’t text either.  If I see you texting, I probably won’t ask you to stop, but you could lose some participation points. 

2. If you choose to use a laptop to take notes, make sure that that's all you use it for.  If you are playing games or messaging it is distracting to others.

3. I will not be posting the power points on Blackboard.  Be here and take notes.  If you have to miss class, get the notes you missed from someone in the class, not me.

4. I reserve the right to change or update this syllabus as I see fit, with forewarning to you all.

5. There will be no make up quizzes.  If you know you have 

6. to miss a class, then come see me well beforehand so we can work something out.

7. I will not accept late work!  I will accept assignments at the beginning of class, and if you come in a few minutes after we start. Do not spend class-time doing assignments, that means it's late.

8. I may send out email from time to time over blackboard, so be in the habit of checking your email, it is a good habit to have.


Schedule
Week 1

Day 1 – Syllabus/What is Geography?/Language of Maps

Day 2 – Development/Ecofoot

Day 3 – Concepts – Physical, Climate, Colonialism

Day 4 – Intro to Africa/African Conflict

Day 5 – Ghosts of Rwanda & Discussion

Week 2

Day 1 – Test 1

Day 2 – Introduction to Russia & The Near Abroad

Day 3 – Russian Identity/ Soviet propaganda film festival
Day 4 – Caspian/Aral/Finish Russia (post-Soviet)

Day 5 – Intro to South Asia/Maldives & Climate Change
Week 3

Day 1 – S. Asia Post 1947/Kashmir

Day 2 – Test 2
Day 3 – Intro to East Asia

Day 4 – China Development/Japan & Korea
Day 5 – Southeast Asia
Week 4

Day 1 – Introduction to the Middle East/ Religions and the Middle East

Day 2 – Israel & Palestine/Afghanistan

Day 3 – Iran (Lily?) OR Pakistan (Paul?)

Day 4 – Human Trafficking/Oceania

Day 5 – Test 3/Evals

Test 1 – 50 Points

Test 2 – 60 Points

Test 3 – 80 Points

Map Assignment – 20 Points

Attendance/Participation – 20 Points

Total – 300 Points
Assignment

Read p.42-65, 7-12 ,Ecofoot Assignment

Read p.19-30, 47

Read p. 454-484, African Conflict Assign.

Study for test

Study for test

Read p. 151-181 and Russia Article (Energy & Europe)

Hand out map assignment, Read p. 196

Read p. 309-333
, Maldives article

BBC Kashmir Solutions

Study for Test, Map Assignment Due

Read p. 365-390, Hutongs Article

Read p. 391-413, Three Gorges Dam Article

Read p. 334-344, SE Asia Assignment

Read p. 208-239, Sacred Places Assignment

Read p. 241-251, Poppies Article

Read p. 187, Columbia Trafficking Article, Oceania Assignment

Study for Test

Other Work – 70 Points (10 Each)

· Ecofoot

· African Conflict

· Kashmir Interviews

· China Development Essay

· SE Asia Assignment
· Sacred Places Assignment
· Oceania Assignment

