Geography 2550 – The Humanized Earth

Summer 2010

Instructor: Zach Rubin
Office Hours: Immediately before or after class 

Office: Room 2 Stewart Hall

Email: rubinz@missouri.edu
Purpose of this Course:

Human geography is the study of the varied ways in which people perceive, transform, and utilize the earth and its resources. The forces at work in the creation of this humanized landscape—known as the cultural landscape—are as varied as technology, economics, religion, and environmental setting. The power of culture runs through all of these, and other, forces. This course will study the most significant aspects of these operative influences and the landscapes that have been created by such human activity. 
Textbook:

Contemporary Human Geography. (First Edition). James M. Rubenstein. New York City, NY: Pearson Education Inc., 2010.
Disability services:


The Office of Disability Services provides accommodations and support services within the resources of the University, which will ensure students with disabilities the opportunity to competitively pursue a college education limited by their abilities, not disabilities.  If you need assistance, please see me and/or call the Office of Disability Services at 573-882-4696 or TTY 573-882-8054.

Academic Honesty:


This is very simple.  If you cheat, you can get kicked out of the class, and even the University.  See the M-Book for more on academic honesty.

http://www.missouri.edu/~mbook
Blackboard:
http://courses.missouri.edu

This syllabus  will be available on Blackboard.  I will post any additional readings I might assign on Blackboard.  I will post grades as soon as I possibly can after each exam and for each of the assignments- I will do my best to update your grades with reasonable frequency.

Schedule:

	Time
	Topic
	Assignments**

	Week 1
	
	

	Day 1
	Introduction/Maps
	Read Ch. 1 & 2

	Day 2
	Population
	Read Ch. 3/ZPG Video & Discussion/Migration Assignment

	Day 3
	Migration
	Read Ch. 4/Folk Customs Assignment/Human Trafficking Movie

	Day 4
	Folk & Popular Culture
	Read Ch. 5

	Week 2
	
	

	Day 1
	Folk & Popular Culture
	Movie: “The Gods Must be Crazy”/Language Assignment

	Day 2
	Language
	Read Ch. 6/Religious Sites Assignment

	Day 3
	Religion
	Study for Midterm

	Day 4
	Midterm
	Read Ch. 7/Nation Assignment

	Day 5
	Ethnicity
	Read Ch. 8

	Week 3
	
	

	Day 1
	Political Geography
	Read Ch. 9/Economic Sectors Assignment

	Day 2
	Development
	Read Ch. 10

	Day 3
	Agriculture
	Read Ch. 11

	Day 4
	Industry
	Read Ch. 12/Assign Groups

	Day 5
	Services and Settlements
	Read Ch. 13/City Assignment

	Week 4
	
	

	Day 1
	Urban Patterns
	Read Ch. 14

	Day 2
	Group Work
	Work on group presentations/Ecofoot

	Day 3
	Resources
	Work on group presentations

	Day 4
	Group Presentations
	Study for Final

	Day 5
	Final
	Go forth and do geography!


* I may assign some additional readings, which I will announce in class and post to Blackboard.

** Assignments are due the day after they are listed on this schedule.

Distribution of Points:

	Category
	Points

	Attendance
	40

	Midterm
	100

	Final
	100

	Group Presentations
	60

	Group Paper
	20

	Assignments
	80

	Total
	400


Grading Scheme: 

	Points
	Min %
	Grade
	Points
	Min %
	Grade

	372
	93
	A
	292
	73
	C

	360
	90
	A-
	280
	70
	C-

	348
	87
	B+
	268
	67
	D+

	332
	83
	B
	252
	63
	D

	320
	80
	B-
	240
	60
	D-

	308
	77
	C+
	
	
	F


Scores do not reflect a possible curve.  However, do not plan for their to be one as you will probably be disappointed.
Assignments:

These are worth 10 points apiece.  All assignments that require writing should be typed in 12 point, easily readable font with standard margins, double spaced and about 2 pages long.  

Migration:  Unless you are Native American, your ancestors came to the United States for a discernable reason.  Depending on how long ago that was and where they came from there are a wide range of reasons for that migration.  What are some of the push and pull factors that caused your fore-parents to leave their original homeland and come here?  Do those same factors still exist today in that region and elsewhere?   

Folk Customs: What folk customs do you retain as part of your everyday life in the era of popular culture?  You have two options for this assignment.  First, you could write a reflexive paper describing what folk customs you have retained.  Alternatively, you could do a “show and tell” and bring to class at least one folk item and describe its meaning to the class.  Either way, you should consider how folk means and mores affect the way that you interact with a world full of popular culture.

Language:  If you look around at the names of places in our everyday lives, you will notice that they come from many different languages.  For example, our class is in Stewart Hall, an English name, but across the lawn are Lefevre Hall and Schlundt Hall, named respectively after French and German people.  For this assignment, note the names of some places that are important to you and where their ancestry lies.  Additionally, if those names are pronounced differently because we are in an English speaking country (for example, Versailles, Missouri is pronounced “ver-sales), make note of it.  Finally, comment on how the naming of places here and around the world is influenced by the global dominance of English.

Religious Sites:  Sign up for a religious site from the list that I will hand out in class.  Do some research and find out the effects that site has on people both locally and internationally.  Does the site bring in revenue through pilgrimage or tourism?  How important is that site as part of the religion it is associated with, and how important is it to the area it’s in? Why? If you would like to profile another site besides one on the list, see me to ask.

Nations:  A nation is roughly defined as a group of people that share a similar identity.  This has traditionally been synonymous with ethnic group or a people with a shared past, but can be much more loosely interpreted.  Newer “nations” show someone’s loyalty to a geographically dispersed tradition or activity.  Examples include baseball nations in areas with high loyalty to the local team or the “Fox Nation”, which the news channel proclaims its viewers to be a part of.  What nations are you a part of?  This can be follow the traditional definition if you want to discuss your ethnic background, but should also discuss what newer “nations” you belong to whether they are labeled so or not.

Economic Sectors: There are three (or four) major sectors of any economy.  For this essay, identify a good or service that you receive from each of these sectors and trace how it made it’s way to you for consumption.  What sector of the economy do you work in now, and what sector do you plan to work in when you finish your education?
Cities:  Sign up for a city from the list I will hand out in class, and draw a picture of that city, based on city layouts discussed in class and your own knowledge of the city structure.  The picture doesn’t have to be overly precise (especially in larger, more complex cities), but should reflect where districts of the city are, including: the Central Business District, Industrial areas, Residential areas (including lower-, middle-, and higher-priced housing) and major transportation arteries.  Come to class ready to share and describe your picture.

Ecofoot: Take the quiz on the Ecofoot website (posted on Blackboard), print out your results and bring them in to class.  Also, write a reflection on your results. What contributes to your footprint?  Why do you think that some things contribute more than others.  How do you think that your results would compare to people in other countries, both more and less developed?  Do you think there are things that can be done to reduce your impact and what would they be?  We will be reflecting as a class on our impact and its implications. 

Exams:

The exams will cover material both from the textbook and discussed in class.  Therefore, the only way to do well on them is to come to class prepared and be attentive while there.  The second exam will not be comprehensive in the sense that the material I will draw from will come from the second half of the book, but will be comprehensive in the sense that certain topics will be relevant throughout the course.  Each exam will be a mix of multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions.  Worth 100 points apiece for a total of 200 points – 1/2 of your grade.

Group Projects:

Group projects will be assigned during the third week of class.  Depending on the overall size of the class, groups will be composed of up to 5 people.  Each group will be expected to give a 20 minute presentation, and hand in one 3-5 page paper on a topic to be decided when the assignment is handed out.  The presentation is worth 60 points and the paper is worth 20.

Other stuff:

1. Turn your cellphone off during class.  Do not be “that” person that I have to stop the class for.

2. If you choose to use a laptop to take notes, make sure that that's all you use it for.  If you are playing games or messaging it is distracting to others.

3. I will not be posting the powerpoints on Blackboard.  Be here and take notes.  If you have to miss class, get the notes you missed from someone in the class, not me.

4. I reserve the right to change or update this syllabus as I see fit, with forewarning to you all.

5. There will be no make up quizzes.  If you know you have to miss a class, then come see me well beforehand so we can work something out.

6. I will not accept late work!  I will accept assignments at the beginning of class, and if you come in a few minutes after we start. Do not spend class-time doing assignments, that means it's late.

7. I may send out email from time to time over blackboard, so be in the habit of checking your email, it is a good habit to have.

